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Protocol for Classroom Dogs



                    2017-2018
1. Dogs approved as classroom dogs will only work in one specific classroom.  Since classroom dogs usually belong to a teacher or other staff member of the school, the classroom assignment will be limited to the owner’s classroom.

2. Classroom dogs will initially visit only one day per week.  This can be expanded upon the recommendation of the HABIT monitor or Schools Program Coordinator.

3. HABIT permission slips for classroom dogs will be obtained for each child in the classroom and notification of the dog’s presence will be provided to all others who may visit the classroom (e.g., aides, teachers who circulate among several classrooms for special subjects, etc.).

4. The owner will maintain a copy of the dog’s current (no older than one year) HABIT Medical Evaluation form in the classroom.

5. The owner will model and instruct the students in the correct way to interact with the dog (e.g., brushing, petting).

6. The owner will provide food and water when appropriate and in an appropriate place when needed during the day.

7. The owner will be present during any interactions or socializing with the children.

8. The owner will provide routine bathroom breaks for the dog in a place designated and/or approved by the principal, and will pick up and dispose of feces properly.

9. The owner will create a schedule for the dog to help establish a sense of security and routine.

10. The dog will have a crate in the room including proper bedding and placement in a relatively quiet place of the room.

11.  The dog’s maximum cumulative interaction with children will be limited to one hour per day unless recommended by the HABIT monitor or Schools Program Coordinator.  If an expansion of this time limit is approved, it is the owner’s obligation and right to decide when interactions should cease in order to maintain the comfort level of the dog.
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