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What is the Purpose of Your Syllabus?



• Student & faculty 
perception

• Record for appeals, 
grievances

• Preventive medicine

Rumore MM, Am J Pharm Ed, 2016

Syllabus as Contract



• “Repository of 
legalese”

• Protecting ourselves?

Wasley P, Chron Higher Ed, 2008
Paxton KC, Magruder ED. Scholarly Teacher, 
2016

Syllabus as Contract



Syllabus as Contract



• Contract: What happens if terms not 
fulfilled

• Roadmap: What happens if students 
succeed

Paxton & Magruder, 2016

Syllabus as Roadmap/Guide



• Learner-centered 
approach

• Balance the don’ts 
with do’s

Paxton & Magruder, 2016

Syllabus as Invitation



• Teaching tool
• Coordinator & 

instructor values

Sullivan J, MiraCosta College, 2005

Syllabus as Instruction Manual



SYLLABUS LAW



• Types of cases
– Breach of contract
– Educational malpractice

• Situations
– Academic integrity
– Failure to pass licensure exams
– States’ consumer protection laws

Rumore, 2016

Syllabus Law 101



• Widespread use of 
“contract”

• Courts: Not a “contract”
• Liability: 

– Failure to deliver agreed 
upon # hours of 
instruction

– Failure to provide 
specified services

Syllabus Law 101



CONTENT



• Treat as legal document
• Match course descriptions 

with catalog
• Describe how grade 

rounding will be approached
• Give students full 

understanding of what is 
expected of them

• Document syllabus changes 
initially made orally

Good-faith agreement



• Purpose: Students know 
where to look to find info 
quickly

• Make it easier for faculty
• Share it with the teaching 

team (course coordinator 
responsibility)

UTCVM Template



• “Faculty will designate 
their process for 
rounding and grading 
within the course 
syllabus.”

• “Grading policy 
should be outlined in 
the course syllabus.”

UTCVM Academic Standards



• Home page option
• Schedule 

automatically 
generated

Canvas Syllabus Feature



Canvas Syllabus Feature



D’Antonio, Chron Higher Ed, 2007

Minimalist approach
• List of dates and book 

chapters
• Message: Hands-off, 

unapproachable

If Your Syllabus Could Talk
What would it say about you?



• Dynamic formatting
– Intersperse with graphics or 

“talk boxes” that briefly explain 
why a section is worth reading.

• Ask students what they think. 
– At beginning of course or at end

• Adjust each semester

Paxton & Magruder, 2016; Gooblar D, Chron
Higher Ed, 2017

Creativity



• “A teacher is one who makes himself 
progressively unnecessary.”—Thomas 
Carruthers

• “Knowledge rests not upon truth alone, but 
upon error also.”—Carl Jung

Inspirational Quotes?



Piktochart



http://lightandsound
.net.au/AltNatSciCu
rric/BiologySample

Syllabus.html



https://mrsebarvia.files.wor
dpress.com/2014/08/aplan

gsyllabus-12.jpg



http://www.teachingentreprene
urship.org/create-dynamic-
syllabus/



Wrap-Up
• Have you ever thought approaching syllabus creating so that the 

syllabus invites students to a course they want to attend?
• What would that look like?
• How different would it be from the syllabus you’re polishing now 

for fall courses?

Weimer M, Faculty Focus, 2011



Syllabus Self-Assessment
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